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    The Study of Mind and Its Functions


For Reference: 
	Object- ascertaining mental factors
	Aspiration
	Belief
	Mindfulness
	Meditative Stabilisation
	Wisdom

(Knowledge)

	Definition 
	It is a knower that, upon observing some intended things, seeks it.  
	It is a knower that holds the object that has been  ascertained by its valid cognition, thinking, “It is just like this and not otherwise.”
	It is a non-forgetfulness of the mind with respect to a familiar object
	It is a one-pointedness of the mind with respect to an imputed thing
	It is a knower that individually differentiates the faults and good qualities of things that are to be examined

	Objective feature
	The attribute of a desired thing
	An object that has been ascertained by valid cognition
	A familiar object 
	It is specified to be an imputed thing.
	Three types: 
(1) virtuous

(2) non-virtuous

(3) un-specified

	Subjective aspect feature
	It is the very wish to be endowed with this or that attribute of a desired thing. 


	It holds an ascertained thing to be just the way it has been ascertained. 
	Non- forgetfulness upon having observed that object
	It is a one-pointedness of mind that, within observing an imputed thing, is continuously set upon it. 
	It strongly differentiates  the qualities of things that are to be examined. 

	Functional feature
	It is the support for making effort.

	It has the function of non-captivation.

	It has the function of non-distraction. 
	It acts as a support for knowledge.
	It has the function of overcoming doubt.

	Remarks
	Three types: 
1. (1) aspiration wishing to meet

2. (2) aspiration wishing not to be separated 

3. (3) aspiration that seeks 
	
	
	Four types of objects of observation  are used for developing meditative stabilisation:

(1) objects of observation for purifying behaviour 

(2) objects of observation for purifying afflictions 

(3) pervasive objects of observation 

(4) objects of observation for developing skill
	Four ways of reasoning for differentiating faults and good qualities:

(1) functional reasoning (or principle of efficacy)
(2) reasoning of dependence (or principle of dependence)
(3) logical reasoning (or principle of valid proof)
(4) reasoning of nature
(or principle of nature)
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